THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

SEYCHELLES

THE YEAR 8

CURRICULUM

Information concerning what your child will be taught during the coming academic year

This is the Curriculum Booklet for Year 8 students.

It contains important information about what pupils will be taught in all subjects during the academic year and is intended to achieve the following objectives:

Firstly, each subject teacher has written a summary of what students will learn, do and demonstrate. Some information is provided concerning the way in which pupil attainment will be assessed and how individual pupil progress will be reported to parents and guardians. We hope that parents will, through reading this information, feel better informed when talking with their children about school work and home work, as well as when meeting staff.

Secondly, we hope that the booklets be of assistance when parents receive reports from the school. Regular feedback on individual pupil progress is an important part of the school’s responsibility to you, and one that we take seriously. It is hoped that knowing what has been taught in each lesson will help parents get more from the reports that are written about their children later in the academic year.

Finally, the booklet provides information concerning the range of assessment and reporting systems in place in the school. Specifically this means the way in which teachers plan their programmes of work, how they differentiate the work to ensure that all pupils of whatever ability level make maximum progress, how this progress is tested and recorded, and ultimately how this information is presented to you, the parents and guardians.

Full examinations will be held for year 8 each June. The reports that follow the examination programme will inform you of the percentage scores achieved in each examination sat, as well as grades for class work, homework and effort. These grades will form the focus for the reports issued at Christmas and Easter, which will reflect your child’s ongoing performance and continuous assessments.

I do hope you find this document useful. My thanks are due to the staff team for their contributions to this booklet.


Martin Kennedy
Head Teacher

MATHEMATICS

The Year 8 Mathematics curriculum is based upon the National Curriculum for England and Wales and is designed to ensure that all pupils progress through the incremental levels of attainment and gain a sound mathematical grounding that will prepare them for the year 8 and 9 programmes and, after this, the IGCSE examination course.

There are THREE main areas of investigation;

· Number and Algebra

· Shape and Space

· Data Handling

All pupils should, by the end of year 8, be able to

- Select the materials and the mathematics to use for a task, check there is
sufficient information, work methodically and review their own progress
- Interpret mathematical information presented in oral, written or visual
form
- Make and/or test simple mathematical statements.

In Number and Algebra year 8 students will be expected by the end of the year to be able to:

· Calculate fractions and percentages of quantities

· Approximate, using significant figures, or decimal places

· Understand and use terms such as ‘prime’, ‘square’, ‘cube’, ‘square root’, ‘multiple’ and ‘factor’

· Understand and use coordinates in all four quadrants

· Convert one metric to another

· Work out fractional and percentage changes and convert fractions to decimals and percentage

· Use estimation and approximation to check that answers to multiplication and division problems involving whole numbers are of the right order

· Carry our operations involving negative numbers

· Carry out substitution in algebraic expressions and in formulae
· Simplifying algebraic expressions either by dividing, collecting like-terms and by removing brackets

· Solving linear equations with one unknown on both sides

· Construct straight line graphs in the form of y=mx+c

· Solving simultaneous equations by graphical method

· Recognise square, rectangular and other simple number series

· Understand the language of algebra and apply it in simple situations

In Shape and Space students will be expected to:

· Specify location by means of coordinates in all four quadrants

· Design and construct nets for simple shapes

· Working out the perimeters and areas of squares, rectangles, parallelograms, trapeziums and composite shapes.

· Calculating the circumference and area of a circle

· Calculate volumes of simple prisms including cylinders
· Understand and apply Pythagoras’ Theorem

· Rotation and reflection of shapes

· Enlarge a shape by way of a whole number scale factor

· Dealing with vertically opposite angles and with angles form on parallel lines 
· Draw and interpret scaled drawings

· Understand and use bearings to define direction

In Handling Data students will be expected to:

· Collect discrete and continuous data and create frequency tables

· Creating frequency tables and drawing frequency diagrams for continuous data

Any parent seeking further information is invited to contact the Mathematics Department at the school.

ENGLISH
Y8
The English course is based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales and aims to consolidates and extend the year 7 curriculum by developing students’ skills in Speaking & Listening, Reading & Writing.

Speaking and Listening
Students are given frequent opportunities to take part in group discussion, drama activities, and class presentations. They will be encouraged to adapt their talk to their audience, and develop as effective listeners in a series of increasingly demanding contexts.

Reading
Students read a range of poetry, novels and plays. They are encouraged to become more critical in their approach and taught how to use evidence to analyse texts effectively. They are encouraged to read widely for enjoyment and to develop into independent, responsive and enthusiastic readers. They are expected to analyse the writers’ purpose and detect bias in non-fiction texts and encouraged to use the full range of media available in the Electronic Library.  

Writing
Students are expected to write confidently in a range of styles showing due regard to audience and purpose.  They are expected to plan, draft and publish work showing accurate control of the technical aspects of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Schemes of Work:
The Scheme of Work for years 8 covers the areas of Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media.  There are six units of work.

Writing Script for a TV Programme 
Students will be encouraged to develop a critical awareness of TV.  Working in groups, they will script, direct and act out a TV programme to be videotaped.

Class Novel
Students read two novels during the year to develop their response to characters, plot and setting.  Additionally, students are encouraged to select books from the library for their independent reading throughout the year.
Poetry 

Students enjoy and appreciate a variety of narrative poems, both classic and contemporary.  They are expected to develop a critical vocabulary so that they can analyse and compare different poems.  

Introduction to Shakespeare
By learning about the life and times of Shakespeare, students come to appreciate the context in which his plays were written.  They act out key scenes from a number of plays with emphasis on the storyline and the stagecraft.    

Genre

Students are encouraged to explore a number of genres, such as film, TV and web pages as well as the traditional written ones.  They undertake projects which will transform texts from one genre to another.
Students are encouraged to use correct English at all times, and to pay due attention to grammar and spelling.  All students are encouraged to read regularly at an appropriate and challenging level. They are encouraged to use the school and national libraries.  Neat, well presented work is expected at all times.

Assessment is ongoing, however there is a formal end of year examination in June.

Further information regarding the year 8 English curriculum may be obtained from Mr. Gerry Adams.

SCIENCE

The Co-ordinated Science course is based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales and is designed to deliver a broad and balanced programme, providing a solid basis for the IGCSE course which commences in year 10.

A strong emphasis is placed upon investigations through practical and research work. Students are encouraged to work in groups to develop their understanding and application of knowledge through discussion.
Continual assessment, practical and written, as well as end of unit tests provide important information concern individual progress, and inform the setting of future work and individual targets for students
Co-ordinated Science is taught in units which cover the attainment targets for Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

In year 8, as in all years, pupils are taught how to work safely and efficiently in a laboratory. Year 8 students are made aware of the safety practice for using basic items of equipment such as a Bunsen burner, and they learn about the properties of different chemicals from a safety perspective.

The units of work in year cover the following content;

· Organ systems in plants and animals: looking at the basic build up, from cells, tissues, and organs to organ systems.

· Using the microscope: investigating both plant and animal cells. Identify their differences and similarities.

· Pollution and factors affecting populations: looking at factors ( natural and man-made) that affect the size of populations.

· Acids and Alkalis and introduction to symbols of the periodic table.

· States of matter: changes of state and the arrangement of particles in matter.

· Chemical reactions: looking at reactions with oxygen, combustion and rusting.

· Basic microelectronics: use of simple electronic gates.

· Energy transfer: looking at the inter-conversion of energy forms, energy conservation concept.

· Light: looking at light and the visible and invisible parts of the spectrum. Understand the transmission of light and know how we see things. Structure of the human eye.

· Earth in the Universe: know our solar system and be able to explain certain phenomenon like the eclipse.

Students are continuously assessed through coursework, homework and end of unit tests. Science is included in the formal examination programme of the school.

Any parents wishing to obtain further information about any aspect of the Science curriculum are invited to contact Mrs. Kennedy or Mr.Lespoir, at the school.

FRENCH

French is taught as a foreign language.
French is an international language, spoken and understood, not only in France, but also in many other parts of the world. It is one of 3 official languages in Seychelles, therefore it is a great asset if one is able to understand, speak, read and write it.  It is of the utmost importance to employers and to anyone who enjoys travel.
Students at the International School benefit from learning two languages - English and French, and have the opportunity to take both at IGCSE level during years 10 and 11.

There are four skills taught in French, namely;
* Listening
* Speaking
* Reading
* Writing
At the end of the academic year, every student receives a report which indicates his or her level of achievement in each of these skills.

Every pupil has access to a text book and dictionary in the school.  Books can be taken home for homework purposes, but we are not in a position to provide each pupil with a dictionary as we need to maintain one set for classroom use. It is therefore advisable for students to purchase their own French/English dictionaries.

In Year 8, students work through Equipe Nouvelle 3.  The units are as follows: 
- Unit 1 ;  En famille.
- Unit 2 ; Au boulot.
- Unit 3 ; En échange.
- Unit 4 ; Le monde est à toi.
- Unit 5 ; Mes années d’école.
- Unit 6 ; Jours de fête.

As is evident from the unit titles, students learn not only grammatical rules and how to apply them in written work, but also about the culture of the French people and about France itself.  Much emphasis is placed on oral work and aural comprehension as it is of the utmost importance that students should speak and understand the language as well as read and write it accurately.

Each unit of the book has a number of worksheets which students have to work through. These tasks consolidate the knowledge gained during the study of the units themselves.

More able students carry out additional studies as they are inclined to complete the units at a faster rate than others. 
For assessment purposes, in addition to ongoing marking of coursework and homework, pupils have to take a two hour exam in June.  This includes exercises in grammar, a written comprehension exam and an essay.  They also sit a listening comprehension exam, duration 60 minutes, before the examination period.
The papers are marked internally by the French teacher and results reported to pupils and parents.

Any parents and guardians wishing further information on the French course are invited to contact Mrs Maureen Tirant or Mrs Jerina Chetty at the school.

COMPUTER STUDIES

Throughout the secondary section all students may use computers in their work in many subject areas. However, Computer studies is also taught as a separate subject. 

Computer Studies lessons take place in the computer room, using a network of up-to-date PCs. A Laser printer, image scanners and a digital camera complement the PCs.  Students will have access to a wide range of software applications.  This includes the Microsoft Office suite, consisting of Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint; and also graphic and website design applications from Macromedia and Adobe.

All work done is practically driven, supported by theoretical content. The theoretical subject matter enables students to use the PCs with greater understanding and produce better work as a result.  The work builds on the competence gained in the Junior section.

Students will learn to integrate information from several sources, making informed choices as to which software application is most appropriate to the given task. Students will also begin to make connections between IT work carried out in school and the commercial use of computers in the outside world.

Assessment is continuous, based on coursework, homework and end-of-unit evaluations. In addition, Computer Studies is included in the school’s programme of formal examinations.

Information Technology skills, through Computer Studies, provide a key to understanding and working in global markets.  IT competence is deemed essential for students following all subject courses, as a tool to collecting, interpreting and presenting information.  IT is therefore an important feature of study at The International School. It will also be a crucial component of courses followed by students when they leave The International School, either to re-locate, or go on to higher or further education.

Any parents or guardians wishing to receive further information about how Computer Studies is taught are invited to contact Mr Copley for further information.

HUMANITIES

Geography

The Geography syllabus is based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales. It includes the study of a variety of geographical skills in a diverse and interesting manner so that the pupils not only learn the necessary skills but also enjoy the subject.

The syllabus aims to provide the students with a broad understanding of the world by using case studies in a variety of countries. The programme of study enables the students to pursue their study of Geography at IGCSE level and beyond.

In year 8 students will develop the basic skills of using maps, photographs, graphs, diagrams and statistics in different areas of the subject; Physical, Human and Environmental Geography.

The students are expected to demonstrate their increasing knowledge and under standing of the human environment, the value of the natural environment and the possibilities for protecting and managing environments.

Students in year 8 will study:
- Map Skills
- Knowledge of Places
- Ecosystems- Case study Tropical Rainforests

- River features and River Management
- The water cycle
- Population 
- Industry

- Tourism and the environment
Studies will include such places as;
- Seychelles
- Great Britain
- The Amazon Rainforest
- The United States of America
- South Africa

Assessment is continuous, based on coursework, homework and unit evaluations. In addition, Geography is included in the school’s programme of formal examinations.

Any parents or guardians who wish to have further information regarding any aspect of the Geography curriculum are invited to contact Mrs Payet.

History 

The History syllabus is based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales. The syllabus aims to develop general knowledge and understanding of the past with emphasis on causes and consequences, continuity and using evidence and analysing interpretations.

The programme aims to develop progression in historical skills which will provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest.  Students are encouraged to participate in active learning and a range of different learning techniques are used in order to make learning enjoyable.

The programme further aims to enable students to acquire attitudes and values which will strengthen a sense of internationality through studying History in perspective, appreciating the contributions of all nations towards the progress of mankind.  It also aims to underline the importance of history in helping students to understand the present by analysing past events.

The Year 8 syllabus offers students the chance to study a range of British, European and International history topics.
They include:

· The French Revolution and the Napoleonic era

· The Era of the Industrial Revolution, 1750-1900

· The Black peoples of the Americas: from slavery to the Civil Rights Movement

Students are given support in order to learn how to adopt the role of the historian; to organise their historical ideas and findings, to ask their own questions, to collect and record information, and to present their results using a range of different techniques.

Students face issues and enquiries to encourage the formulation of their own conclusions, based upon full and sound evidence. Students are encouraged to question stereotypical views of the past.

Any parents or guardians wishing to know more about the Year 8 History programme are invited to contact Ms Tzovanis at the school.

ART

The Art programme for year 8 students is designed to achieve the following key objectives;

To introduce students to a range of work made by other artists from a variety of times, places and cultures. 


To encourage pupils to develop critical skills, to comment on art and its function, and to allow their experience of work made by others to influence and inform their own practice.


To encourage students in their understanding that the visual arts play an important role in communicating ideas and feelings in all cultures, and that visual literacy is an essential requirement for citizenship in the 21st century.

The year 7, 8 and 9 programmes together deliver the content of the National Curriculum for England and Wales.  Each year builds upon prior knowledge and experience.  Repetition of tasks and approaches is avoided and during the three years of lower secondary education all students are expected to have experienced the following medium practices:

The Basic Elements – Students will learn to express themselves through Line, Tone, Shape, Form, Space and Colour.  They will become more aware of surface textures and be able to record their observations as well as plan their studies through development exercises to a final work of Art.

Important foundation concepts are taught, including composition, as well as technical skills and processes. Homework is set to extend and consolidate the studio work.

The Year 8 units can be summarised as follows:

Man-Made and Natural

This will include the following activities:

1. Subios Art Competition 

2. Perspective drawing – light and shade

3. Figure studies - Proportions

4. Composition –Spatial awareness, positive and negative spaces, still-life

5. The Colour pallete – theory and practice revision

6. Surface Pattern Design – colour, texture and ambience

7. Mono printing

8. Collage

9. Research into work made by other artists

10. Expressionism, Post-Expressionism, Abstraction, Cubism and Surrealism are studied

Assessment is ongoing, with marks being awarded for each phase of a unit of work. Art is also formally examined as part of the whole school examination schedule.

By the end of year 9 students will have assembled a basic Art and Design ‘vocabulary’ which will prepare them for the IGCSE course that begins in year 10.

Finally, the art programme for year 9 is intended to provide students with enjoyable educational activities, from which they can develop skills and ideas that will be useful long after their schooldays are completed, not the least of which is the notion that it is possible to make sense of an increasingly complex world through the consumption and creation of art.


Any parents or guardian wishing to find out more about the art curriculum are invited to contact Mr Colbert Nourrice at the school.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

P.E. is taught for one afternoon session per week for all students in the secondary section. Girls and boys play together in all activities. These afternoon sessions offer the opportunity to engage in a well-balanced programme that is mostly taught away from the school site. 

In term 1 students swim at the stadium pool, subject to water restrictions. Students are divided into ability groups and receive coaching from qualified swimming instructors. At the end of the term, usually, student’s ability will be measured against the Seychelles’ Swimming Association award system. This is an incremental system starting at One Star through to Six Star, then Silver and Gold Stars may also be attained depending on the programme of the group to which the pupil is assigned.

In November students have the opportunity to participate in the Seychelles Schools Road Race.

In term 2 students will complete the swimming programme following any delay due to water restrictions during term 1.  Time will also be dedicated to a range of team games, as well as specialised activities such as aerobics.

In term 3 students participate in athletics at the Victoria stadium.  A full range of athletics activities is taught, including high and long jump, 1OOm,200m,400m,800m 1500m and shot-put. Students record their personal bests, which are worth points to both school certificates and the Seychelles version of the AAA award scheme. Students use these sessions to prepare for entry in the National Sports Competition. 

All students are expected to participate fully in the programme unless unwell or injured. If Students need to be excused from the programme, they should be collected from school at 1pm or be authorised to make their own way home at that time

The PE programme is supplemented by the Activities programme which is described later on in this booklet.

A PADI open water course in Scuba Diving is available to students.  An additional charge is payable for this activity.

The House system of the school also involves P.E. activities, as students compete for their houses at lunchtimes in a range of activities. They can earn points for sporting achievement which go towards both personal and house totals.

P.S.E. - PERSONAL SOCIAL EDUCATION

The P.S.E. programme is designed to contribute to the education of the child as a whole person, dealing with issues that have relevance to the individual student as he or she grows up as a member of the immediate community and, increasingly, the global community.

In term 1 year 8 students are introduced to issues of

- Relationships/Friendships
- Decisions
- Choices made now effect us in the future


In term 2 students consider;

- Substance abuse, smoking, alcohol and drugs 
- Friendships, their qualities and importance
- Pressure, parents, peer and media


In term 3 students consider
- Coping with changes, eating disorders

- Body changes, puberty menstruation
- Secondary sexual characteristics

Throughout the year there are sessions on study skills and time management skills.

The assessment of the work is carried out by the P.S.E. teacher, who either is, or works closely with, the form tutor.

A range of resource materials is used to teach the course, including worksheets and video material, however the focus for most of the work is discussion, using whole class, small mixed and single-sex groups, and pairs. Students are encouraged to play a full part in the discussion of issues that will become increasingly important to them as they grow up.

There is no Sex Education content in year 8, but this is taught later in the school. Parents and guardians are consulted on their views on this aspect of the programme prior to it being taught.

Further information on the P.S.E. course can be obtained from Ms Alexandra Kment at the school.

THE ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME
This programme gives all students an opportunity to participate in an ‘extended’ school day. Teachers offer additional educational programmes on a voluntary basis. All students are encouraged to attend at least one session per week. All sessions take place after the end of the formal school day. between 2.30 and 3.30. The programme for year 8 is the same as the programme for the rest of the secondary section. This means that, as with the House system, students in year are able to join older students in a range of activities and interests. This offers a considerable social education value and emphasises the spirit of community central to all the work of the school.

The programme changes during the year, with new schedules posted at the start of each term. Currently the programme for the first term includes;


Activities such as drama, charity work, Science, computing and photography are normally offered.

Secondary section Discos take place three times during each academic year. These are supervised evening events held in the school hall.

THE SCHOOL COUNCIL
Each tutor group elects two representatives to sit on the council. The council meets twice a term to discuss school matters and give students the opportunity to raise issues of concern to them minutes of the meetings are posted for all students to read and representatives report back to their tutor groups.

THE TUTOR
Your child’s tutor is the key teacher in his or her school life. The tutor has the overview of how pupils are progressing through contact with other teachers, the ‘Credit’ system (where students are awarded credit points for exceptional achieve merit), and class and individual progress reports.
If parents or guardians have any concerns regarding their child’s education, or wish to discuss any aspect of his or her schooling, then they are invited, in the first instance, to contact the tutor. 

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING
As you will have read, assessment is ongoing in all subjects.
There are two main types of assessment, one which happens very regularly - in some ways every day - and one which is periodic.
The first is called FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT. This takes a number of formats, but the main ones can be summarised as follows;

- the teacher’s mark book and register, which include test results and coursework and homework marks
- a mid-term ‘Interim’ report which acts as a ‘health check’ on progress and can trigger the reporting to parents of their child’s performance on a scale from ‘Excellent’ to ‘Cause for Concern’
- verbal comments made to pupils about their work
- written comments made to pupils about their work
- self-assessment material written by the pupils
- commendations, credits and certificates awarded to pupils
- report book or progress report*
- individual letters home from teachers, or comments made at individual meetings*

All of the above provide useful evidence when teachers make judgements about pupils’ performance in the second type of assessment, which is called SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT. This also takes a number of formats, which are again summarised below;

- an end of term report that may include examination performance scores as well as ongoing coursework and homework summaries
- feedback provided by teachers at full parents’ meetings
- an end of course grade leading to an IGCSE or AICE award

This second type of assessment normally marks the end of a particular term or course and provides parents and guardians with a t ye judgement about how well their child has performed. Achievement and effort are commented upon in school reports, however, summative assessment that is external, e.g. from the examination board at the end of years 11 and 13, simply gives a final achievement grade.

Perhaps the most important aspect of summative reporting is the setting of targets by the teacher. This lets student know which areas require attention in order to maximise progress during the following term. This ‘forward-looking’ content complements the ‘retrospective’ elements of the report which describe what has been attained and achieved during the previous period of study.

* These are applied on an individual basis according to need.

THE LIBRARY
All students are able to use the library as a reference base and to borrow books. Library stock is increasing, and a small electronic library is available for students to access information on CD Rom. The library also carries a limited number of periodicals and newspapers. A reading garden is being established for library users to enjoy. The library is open during the day, during lessons, break and lunchtime, and also after school for secondary students.

The library is staffed be a dedicated team of volunteers who may be contacted at school should any parents have any enquiries concerning the library or wish to donate books!

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (S.E.N.)
Limited support is available to help students who require additional help at school.

The support falls into two broad categories;

- English as an Additional Language (EAL). This is where additional help is given to students whose English is below standard.

- Learning Support (LS). This is where additional help is given to students who have been identified as having learning difficulties; frequently this support will focus upon language and numeracy.

In both areas the intention is that the support will be as short-term as possible, leading to satisfactory re-integration of the student into the full mainstream curriculum.

Further information can be obtained from Mrs J Barton at the school.

Further copies of this document are available from the school, price SR20.
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