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INTRODUCTION

This is your personal copy of the Curriculum Booklet for Year 10 and 11 students.

It contains important information about what students will be taught in all subjects during the coming year and is intended to achieve the following objectives:

Firstly, each subject teacher has written a summary of what students will learn, do and demonstrate.  Some information is provided concerning the way in which attainment will be assessed and how individual student progress will be reported to parents and guardians.  We hope that parents will, through reading this information, feel better informed when talking with their children about school work and homework, as well as when meeting staff.

Secondly, we intend the booklets to be of assistance when parents receive reports from the school.  Regular feedback on individual student progress is an important part of the school’s responsibility to you, and one that we take seriously.  It is hoped that knowing what has been taught in each lesson will help parents get more form the reports that arte written about students later in the academic year.

Finally, the booklet provides information concerning the range of assessment and reporting systems in place in the school.  Specifically this means the way in which teachers plan programmes of work, how they differentiate the work to ensure that all students of whatever ability level make maximum progress.  How this progress is tested and recorded, and ultimately how this information is presented to you, the parents and guardians, normally in the form of a written report.

All students in years 10 and 11 study IGCSE courses, with accreditation provided by the Cambridge Examination Board.  The value of these IGCSEs is comparable with the domestic version offered to schools in the United Kingdom, which was originally introduced almost 15years ago when GCE ‘O’ levels were largely phased out in English and Welsh Secondary schools. Because the IGCSE qualifications have virtually global acceptance, the range of qualifications that your son or daughter will hopefully be awarded at the end of their upper school programme of study can be utilised when application is made to continue studies at a higher level, either at the International School Seychelles, or elsewhere.  Clearly a robust qualification package at 16 also stands a student in good stead when applying for employment at any time in the future.

You will appreciate, when reading the subject entries in this booklet, that individual subjects each have their particular requirements.  However, all subjects share common ground when it comes to the range of grades that may be awarded to candidates.  In recent years the grade of A* has been available to recognise candidates who have performed to an exceptional standard in any subject.  This is the highest grade attainable within the IGCSE system.

Grades A – C have a particular importance, since along with the A* grade they represent the most desirable mark range.  IGCSE passes at A* - C have an internationally recognised status that is higher than the lower grades.  Nevertheless it is possible to be awarded grades D – G, and these grades, although falling short of the higher level of accreditation, do represent a very creditable achievement for many students.  Some subjects have ‘tiered’ entry.  This means that students are entered for papers for appropriate to their ability.  Differing tiers provide access to differing grade potentials.  When the time comes to enter students for examinations the teachers will advise on the entry format and level most likely to result in at least a grade C being attained.  Grades C and above are the target grades for all students.  Five passes at this higher level are normally required to gain entrance to sixth form courses.

Students will be given careers guidance during the IGCSE programme, and will received specific advice on examination preparation and ‘troubleshooting’, during the third term of Year 11.

Passing examinations and achieving good IGCSE results is, of course, only one aspect of a student’s life at the school.  It is important that lessons are engaging, well taught and stimulating, and that students are adequately prepared in terms of examination technique, so that they are able to interpret examination questions correctly and apply what they have learned to provide the examiners with what they wish to know.  However, the secondary team of teachers is also committed to providing the fullest possible education for all, and the section on after school activities describes one way in which this is done.

I do hope you find this publication useful.  My thanks are due to the staff team for their contributions to this booklet.

Martin Kennedy

Head Teacher 
MATHEMATICS

All students in Years 10 and 11 follow the IGCSE Mathematics course, leading to entry at one of two tiers.

Entry of the Higher Tier gives students the opportunity to gain the full range of grades, from A*, the highest grade, down.  The examination papers are difficult, and come at the end of a particularly demanding course.  Whenever a student’s ability has been demonstrated appropriately they are entered at this level.

The lower tier is easier, and gives students the opportunity tog ain C or lower. Students are entered at this level when the teacher feels that they have a greater chance of acquiring a C grade via the easier programme of study.

Therefore students will study either the Core syllabus or the Core plus Supplementary syllabus.  Those doing the higher tier have to work at a very demanding pace, consequently, when the size of the year group allows, the group is separated into Core and Supplementary groups.  If this is not possible, the group is given differentiated work as appropriate.

At the end of Year 11 students should know, understand, and be able to apply knowledge in the following areas:

Core:

Number:

a) Notation & Language b) Squares, Square roots and cube  c) Directed numbers  d) Vulgar and decimal fractions and percentages e) Ordering numbers using appropriate symbols f) Numbers in standard form g) Operation involving all types of numbers h) Estimate and give appropriate upper and lower limits for accuracy of discrete data  i) Ratio, direct and indirect proportion j) Time  k) Efficient use of a scientific calculator l) measures of mass, length, are, volume and capacity m) Conversion of currency of currency n) Personal and household finances  o) Index powers n integers.

Mathematics continued

Algebra:

a) Algebraic representation in formulae b) Manipulation c) Solution of linear equations including simultaneous equations d) Construct graphs for simple algebraic functions

Shape and Space:

a) Geometrical notation and Language b) Geometrical constructions c) 2D Symmetry 
d) angle properties of simple shapes   e) Loci  f) Perimeter, areas and volumes of simple shapes g) Bearing h) Pythagoras i) Trigonometry in right angle triangles 
j) Transformations k) Vectors.

Data Handling:

a) Graphs in practical situations b) Statistical diagrams in simple usage c) Mean, Medium and mode averages d) Probability of a single event.

For Supplement students the following work will also be carried out.

Number:

a) Number sets and Venn diagrams b) Upper and lower limits of accuracy for solution to problems c) Reverse percentages d) Index powers in fractional form e) Matrices

Algebra:

a) Direct and indirect proportion expressed algebraically b) Construction of equations from given situations c) Manipulate complex formulae e) Factorise and solve quadratic equations f) Function notation and inverse functions g) Construct graphs for more complex algebraic functions h) Interpret and obtain equations for straight line graphs i) Linear programming.

Shapes and Space:

a) Similar figures length, area and volume ratios b) Symmetry of 3D shapes and symmetry properties of circles c) Angle properties of lines within circles and irregular polygons d) Circle arc lengths and sector areas e) Surface area and volume of spheres, pyramid and cones f) Trigonometry for angles of any size and application to simple 3D case g) Transformations described using coordinate mapping and matrices h) Vector resolution and magnitude

Data Handling:

a) Speed-time graphs interpretation to give distance and acceleration b) Histograms with unequal class intervals c) Cumulative frequency d) Mean average estimates for grouped data e) Probability of combined events.

Any parent or guardian wishing to obtain further information on the Year 10 or Year 11 Mathematics course are invited to contact the Mathematics Department at the school.

ENGLISH

Literature and Language

The English course in Years 10 and 11 leads to potential entry in two IGCSE examinations; English Language and English Literature.

Students can be entered for either English as a First Language, or as a Second language option.  Both options have equal status.

From Year 10:

Language and Literature are taught as two distinct strands.  In Language work, the course is divided into three units, all of which cover various genres of language that will need to be understood and practised effectively for good final grades to be obtained.  The emphasis is upon quality written work, oral work,  group work and research.

Unit 1:

During the first 6-8 weeks of Year 10 students will have an induction period.  They will receive a ‘taster’ of the various forms of written and oral language that they will be required to apply.
These include persuasive/argumentative, comparative, discursive, imaginative (narrative) and informative forms of language.  Students will be challenged to become more descriptive and adventurous in their writing.

Unit 2:

This is built around a scheme of work that takes into account the interests and attitudes of the students.

Term One; Informative writing

Term Two; Persuasive and comparative language

Term Three; Discursive and revision

Term Four; Imaginative (Narrative) and Revision

Emphasis at this time will also be placed on comprehension and summary skills, grammar and spelling.

Unit 3
Following ‘Mock’ examinations at the start of term five, the main focus will be placed on revision, especially in the areas of identified individual weakness.  Examination technique will also be covered.

Assessment is ongoing through coursework, homework and classwork.  There will be full examinations in term 1-3, and ‘mock’ IGCSE examinations in Term 5.

In Year 10 Literature two texts are studied;

‘Touch with Fire’

is an anthology of poetry from a range of times and cultures. Students study on section and examine, in depth, between 15 and 20 poems.

Animal Farm by George Onwell

Students are encourage to develop sharp and effective critical practice, to respond to the form, content and mood of the writing that they study, and to appreciate its place within a canon of contemporary and classical literature.

English continued

In Year 11 two further texts are studied, to complete the course requirement that works of poetry, drama and novelisation are studied.

This year, Year 11 students will read Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

Students also work on a selection of prose extracts and poetry, in preparation for critical analysis of unproscribed text.

For further information on any aspect of the IGCSE programme parents and guardians are invited to contact either Ms. Barnes with regard to Year 10 and Miss Johnstone with regard to Year 11.

SCIENCE

The Science course in Years 10 and 11 leads to the Double Award Co-ordinated Science IGCSE, the equivalent of TWO standard one subject passes.

The course delivers syllabus objectives in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, with content cross-referenced to ensure that the subject content is presented as a coherent scientific whole.

Entry is tiered, with the Core curriculum giving students access to grades CC to GG, and the Extended curriculum providing access to the full grade range, A*A* to GG.

All students develop scientific abilities and skills and as science is essentially a practical subject all students must complete an assessment of practical skills, either via internally assessed coursework or a practical test at the end of the course.

Students will gain an awareness of the study and practice of science and will understand that scientific applications have both beneficial and detrimental effects on the individual and the environment.

The course is designed to prepare students to become confident citizens in a technological world, and to take an informed interest in scientific matters.

The subject content for the Years 10 and Year 11 programme is as follows:

In Biology students study:

*Classification *Cellular organisation *Support and Movement *Photosynthesis *Gaseous exchange in animals *Transport systems *Respiration *Diet and Health *Digestion *Responding to the environment *Homeostasis *Reproduction *Human Reproduction *Inheritance *Evolution *Organisms in their environment *Cycles and their effects.

In Chemistry students study:

*The elements of chemistry *Classifying elements * Petrochemicals *Chemicals form plants *Materials and structures *Oxidation and reduction * Ions and electrolysis *Solvents and solutions *Acids and alkalis *Soil, rocks and rates * Fertilisers *Dyes and drugs 8 Colloids *Fuels *Batteries *Metals and alloys *Atom, bonding and the Periodic Table.

In Physics students study: 

*The strength of solids *Particles in motion *Motion *Force and motion *Energy transfer *Transferring energy by heating *using electricity *Light and sound *Making waves *making sue of waves *Kinetic energy and momentum *gravity *magnetism and electricity *communications *Electrons *radioactivity *Energy resources * Energy distribution *electronics

For students in Year 10 only, it is possible to concentrate on Biology and prepare for an additional IGCSE in the subject at Core level.  This option requires the students to support class work with additional independent study.

Assessment during the course is through class work, homework and regular tests.
Final  Assessment:

	PAPER
	TYPE
	ASSESSMENT
	CORE / EXTENDED

	1                    30%
	Multiple Choice
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Core and extended students

	2                    50%
	Structured Questions
	Knowledge and understanding of the core syllabus
	Core students

	3                    50%
	Structured Questions
	Knowledge and understanding of the core & extended  syllabus
	Extended students

	6                    20%
	Alternative to Knowledge
	Application of knowledge
	Core and extended students.


Any parent or guardian wishing further information about any aspect of the science curriculum in Years 10 and 11 is invited to contact Mrs. Kennedy, Mr. Lespoir or Mr. Mclaren
HUMANITIES

Geography in Years 10 and 11.

Geography is taught to all pupils in Years 10 and 11.

Throughout the course the syllabus caters for students preparing for either a core paper or an extended paper at IGCSE level. The paper finally selected depends on the student’s ability in the subject.

The two year programme offers every student the chance to reach the highest level of achievement of which they are capable.  The core and extension objectives should not lead to discrimination between students, rather the differentials encourage students to achieve their full potential in the subject.

The Geography programme caters for those students who could be studying the subject for the last time, and for those who will pursue further studies in this field.

The course aims to support students in the development of:

· a sense of place and understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global scale

· an awareness of the characteristics and distribution of a selection of contrasting physical and human environments.

· an understanding of some of the processes affecting the development of such environments

· an understanding of the spatial effects of the ways in which people interact with each other and their environments

· an understanding  of different cormmunities and cultures throughout the world and an awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints presented by different environments.

In Year 10 students cover the following topics.

· Population Dynamics

· Types of Settlements

· Structure, Landforms and Landscape processes

· Weather, Climate and Natural vegetation

· The inter-relationship of physical and human geography

The Year 11 students then proceed to cover the following topics;

· Agricultural systems

· Industrial systems

· Leisure activities and tourism

· Energy and water resources

· Environmental risks and benefits

· Resource conservation and management

For each topic students are encouraged to cover specific case studies as they are expected to show their understanding of various themes covered by reference to appropriate contexts.

Any parent or guardian wishing to acquire further information about any aspect of the geography programme is invited to contact Mrs. Payet and Mrs. Dooley at the school.

HISTORY IN YEARS 10 AND 11
The History syllabus is designed to cater for students taking the IGCSE examination at the end of two year course.  It also prepares students to pursue History at a higher level.

The History programme aims to develop the acquired knowledge of the student in the field of History by introducing new areas of knowledge and developing historical skills, attitudes and values.

It is intended that students in Years 10 and 11 should:

· acquire the basic knowledge to understand their immediate environment, ie the present day  world, so that they will be responsible citizens of the future.

· Develop a concern for the problems which affect the world today and build up values which are necessary to construct a better world.

Generally the programme concentrates on 20th century events.

The main themes studied are as follows:

· period between the two World Wars

· the Rise of Hitler

· Second World War

· The Cold War and the Collapse of the  Union

· Depth study: Germany, 1918-1945
Any parent or guardian wishing further information on any aspect of the History programme is invited to contact Ms Tzovanis.
FRENCH

French is taught as a foreign language

French is an international language, spoken and understood, not only in France, but also in many other parts of the world.  It is one of 3 official languages in Seychelles, therefore it is a great asset if one is able to understand, speak, read and write it.  It is of the utmost importance to employers and to anyone who enjoys travel.

Students at the International School benefit from learning two languages – English and French, and have the opportunity to take both at IGCSE level during Years 10 and 11.

There are four skills taught in French, namely:

· Listening

· Speaking

· Reading

· Writing

At the end of the academic year, every student receives a report which indicates his or her level of achievement in each of these skills.

Every student has access to a textbook and dictionary in the school.  Books can be taken home for homework purposes, but we are not in a position to provide each student with a dictionary as we need to maintain one set for classroom use.  It is therefore advisable for students to purchase their own French/English dictionaries.

In Year 10 students work through Envol.  The units studied are as follows:

Unit 1;  L’amitié, mode d’emploi.
Unit 2; Histoire de famille.
Unit 3;  La superforme.
Unit 4;  Collège et collégiens.
Unit 5;  Au travail.
Unit 6;  Chez moi.

Unit 7;  Séjour en France.

Unit 8; Bon appétit.
As is evident from the unit titles, students learn, not only grammatical rules and how to apply them in written work, but also about the culture of the French people and about France itself.  Much emphasis is placed on oral work and aural comprehension as it is of the utmost importance that students should speak and understand the language as well as read and write it accurately.

In Year 10 students begin a two year course that leads to the IGCSE examination which takes place in May/June of Year 11.  For this examination students, are given the opportunity of studying either the core curriculum or the extended curriculum.  Candidates who follow the core curriculum are eligible to be awarded grades C to G only.  

Candidates who have followed the extended curriculum are eligible for grades A* to G.

The two options comprise the following examinations;

CORE;

Paper 1. Listening (45 minutes) Sections 1, 2 and 3
Paper 2. Reading and directed writing (90 minutes) Sections 1, 2 & 3
Paper 3. Speaking (15 minutes)

EXTENDED

Paper 1. Listening (45 minutes) Sections 1, 2 & 3

Paper 2. Reading and directed writing (90 minutes) Sections 1, 2 & 3

Paper 3. Speaking (15 minutes)

Paper 4. Continuous writing (75 minutes)

The papers are weighted as follows:

Each paper contributes a third of the marks in the core course

Each paper contributes 25% of the total mark in the extended course

Papers1, 2 and 4 are marked externally by examiners in Cambridge.

Paper 3 is marked internally and a recorded version on cassette is sent to Cambridge to be moderated.

In Year 11:

Students continue to work through Envol.  The units studied in this second year of the course are:

Unit 9;   Temps libre.
Unit 10; Vive le sport.
Unit 11; En voyage.
Unit 12; Le monde des médias.
Unit 13; V  comme  vacances.
Unit 14; A chacun son look.
Unit 15; Autour de nous.
Unit 16; Vers demain.
This work completes the preparation of candidates for the IGCSE examination previously described.

Any parents or guardians requiring any further information concerning any aspect of the French curriculum are invited to contact Mrs. Maureen Tirant or Mrs Jerina Chetty at the school.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The aims of this course are to:

· Help students to develop skills and understanding in Information Technology

· Encourage students to continue to develop their Information Technology skills in order to enhance their work in a variety of subject areas

· Provide opportunities for students to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate IT systems;

· Encourage students to consider the impact of new technologies on the World

· Help students to grow in their awareness of the ways in which IT is used work-related situations.
Theory Topics

1 Components of a Computer System

2 Input and Output Devices

3 Storage Devices and Media

4 Computer Networks

5 Data Types

6 The Effects of Using IT

7 The ways in which IT is used

8 Systems Analysis and Design

Practical Topics

9 Communication – e-mail

10 Document Production – Word

11 Data Manipulation – Access Database

12 Integration

13 Output Data

14 Data Analysis – Excel Spreadsheet

15 Website Authoring - FrontPage

16 Presentation Authoring - PowerPoint

Assessment

Paper 1 - 2 hour written paper

40%

Paper 2 - 2.5 hour  practical test

30%

Paper 3 - 2.5 hour  practical test 

30%
ART AND DESIGN
Art and Design IGCSE (0400) has a distinct ‘fine art’ character, with the creative emphasis on drawing, painting, photography, mixed media and three dimensional work. Students plan and create a personal response to a given theme or starting point. Recent themes have included ‘Relationships’, ‘Dreams’, ‘Abstraction’, ‘Land’, ‘Myself’ and ‘Movement’. These are introduced through a series of stimuli; these might be worksheets, workshops, film material and access to the work of other artists. Students then formulate a response through sketchbook work. They are encouraged to work in a range of media, selecting the most appropriate processes in order to realise their ideas. Experimentation is encouraged.

Assessment is through examination and coursework submission as follows:

EXAMINATION;

A ten hour examination during which students make one piece of work based upon a starting point selected from the examination paper, which is distributed six weeks prior to the test.

In addition to the final piece students submit three sheets of preparatory studies (A2 size)

This work is marked by Cambridge.

COURSEWORK;

Students submit one finished piece of work, normally a painting on canvas, as well as a supporting workbook.

This work is marked by Cambridge.

Each of the components is worth 50% of the final mark.







































